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response is expected, the transmitting
employee shall state the employee’s
identification followed by the word
‘‘out’’ to indicate to the receiving em-
ployee that the exchange of trans-
missions is complete.

§ 220.37 Testing radio and wireless
communication equipment.

(a) Each radio, and all primary and
redundant wireless communication
equipment used under §§ 220.9 and
220.11, shall be tested as soon as prac-
ticable to ensure that the equipment
functions as intended prior to the com-
mencement of the work assignment.

(b) The test of a radio shall consist of
an exchange of voice transmissions
with another radio. The employee re-
ceiving the transmission shall advise
the employee conducting the test of
the clarity of the transmission.

§ 220.38 Communication equipment
failure.

(a) Any radio or wireless communica-
tion device found not to be functioning
as intended when tested pursuant to
§ 220.37 shall be removed from service
and the dispatcher or other employee
designated by the railroad shall be so
notified as soon as practicable.

(b) If a radio or wireless communica-
tion device fails on the controlling lo-
comotive en route, the train may con-
tinue until the earlier of—

(1) The next calendar day inspection,
or

(2) The nearest forward point where
the radio or wireless communication
device can be repaired or replaced.

§ 220.39 Continuous radio monitoring.
Each radio used in a railroad oper-

ation shall be turned on to the appro-
priate channel as designated in § 220.23
and adjusted to receive communica-
tions.

§ 220.41 [Reserved]

§ 220.43 Radio communications con-
sistent with federal regulations and
railroad operating rules.

Radio communication shall not be
used in connection with a railroad op-
eration in a manner which conflicts
with the requirements of this part,
Federal Communication Commission

regulations, or the railroad’s operating
rules. The use of citizen band radios for
railroad operating purposes is prohib-
ited.

§ 220.45 Radio communication shall be
complete.

Any radio communication which is
not fully understood or completed in
accordance with the requirements of
this part and the operating rules of the
railroad, shall not be acted upon and
shall be treated as though not sent.

§ 220.47 Emergency radio trans-
missions.

An initial emergency radio trans-
mission shall be preceded by the word
‘‘emergency,’’ repeated three times. An
emergency transmission shall have pri-
ority over all other transmissions and
the frequency or channel shall be kept
clear of non-emergency traffic for the
duration of the emergency communica-
tion.

§ 220.49 Radio communication used in
shoving, backing or pushing move-
ments.

When radio communication is used in
connection with the shoving, backing
or pushing of a train, locomotive, car,
or on-track equipment, the employee
directing the movement shall specify
the distance of the movement, and the
movement shall stop in one-half the re-
maining distance unless additional in-
structions are received. If the instruc-
tions are not understood, the move-
ment shall be stopped immediately and
may not be resumed until the mis-
understanding has been resolved, radio
contact has been restored, or commu-
nication has been achieved by hand sig-
nals or other procedures in accordance
with the operating rules of the rail-
road.

§ 220.51 Radio communications and
signal indications.

(a) No information may be given by
radio to a train or engine crew about
the position or aspect displayed by a
fixed signal. However, a radio may be
used by a train crew member to com-
municate information about the posi-
tion or aspect displayed by a fixed sig-
nal to other members of the same crew.
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